
Open to all majors by application.

About The Scholar’s Semester in Oxford 
is designed for students who want to study 
intensively and to a high standard. Students 
develop their academic writing and research skills 
and explore the disciplines and interests of their 
choice. As visiting students of Oxford University 
and members of the Vines or Wycliffe Hall, 
students study in the oldest university in the 
English-speaking world. SSO students enroll in 
primary and secondary tutorials, an integrative 
seminar and the British Culture course. Second 
term students write a thesis on a topic of their 
choice. Students group their work in a 
concentration so that all elements of their 
program work together. SSO is designed for 
students interested in art history, classics, 
English language and literature history, modern 
languages (French, German, Italian, Portuguese 
and Russian), musicology, philosophy, 
psychology and theology, though all majors may 
apply. SSO also offers 18 thematic or integrative 
concentrations such as history and philosophy of 
science and social sciences. Applicants are 
generally honors and other very high-achieving 
students and must have, at minimum, a 3.7 GPA 
to be considered for the program.

curriculum 
Fulfills CCS requirement by taking the 
following SSO courses:

• The British Culture (4) (Fall)

• Further Studies in the British Culture (4)
(Spring)

SSO students can earn up to 17 credit hours for 
one semester and may complete two semesters of 
the program. 

ProJEctED coStS SAU institutional aid 
(such as academic scholarships) does not apply 
to the Oxford Scholar’s Semester. SAU students 
can apply for the SOCSOF grant and use their 
CCS benefit (if eligible) toward Oxford Scholar’s 
Semester. The Gilman Scholarship may also help 
fund the experience for students who are US 
citizens and Pell grant recipients. Please see the 
CCS office for program cost details.

This experience, like all CCS experiences, is subject to 
political and safety realities at the time of departure. 
CCS options can be physically and emotionally intense 
and stretching. Before enrolling, all participants should 
consult the disclosures on Physical Hardships of CCS.

Passport and immunizations required (both at 
additional cost).

FALL & SPRING SEMESTERS
www.bestsemester.com
See the CCS office for program costs, details and application process.

CCCU (CoUnCil for Christian Colleges and 
Universities)

THE SCHOLARS’ SEMESTER 
IN OXFORD (SSO)

“All I can say is that, if you ever find yourself in Oxford, 
take a bike ride through High Street, when the moon is 
shining shadows onto the spires of Magdalen College 
and University Church, and feel the wind, refreshing 
but curiously thick and warm. Hear its whistle above the 
bustle of commuters heading home for the evening. I 
imagine the wind as spirits of Oxford, old students and 
professors, still lurking the streets, like Moaning Myrtle, 
whispering stories of Oxford’s past, its tradition. What I 
am trying to say is that Oxford is a place more influenced 
by the dead than by the living, with a tradition and history 
that colors every corner of the town. The more I try to 
explain Oxford, the more I am convinced that it is not only 
a strange place, but an enchanted one.” 

Jordan moore

NotE: Students who are Pell Grant recipients and U.S. citizens may 
apply for the Gilman Scholarship (up to $5,000).  Attend a Gilman 
workshop with the CCS Director to learn how to apply for the 
scholarship. 

To learn your next steps toward participating in this program, get an 
application from the CCS office and attend an International Semester 
workshop for important details in your planning.

Students whose health insurance does not cover  
them abroad must purchase a Premium insurance policy through the 
International ID Card at an extra cost of $75. 

CCS program costs do not include: tuition, passport, 
immunizations, or the $150 study abroad fee. The study 
abroad fee provides the basic international ID, 
insurance, travel photos and support services. 

https://www.iie.org/Programs/Gilman-Scholarship-Program



